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HYDROGRAPHIC CO O RDINATIO N 
STEADILY INCREASES.
b y  R ear A d m ira l C .L . N i c h o l s , D ire c to r, I .H .B .
The w o rk  o f  the  In te rn a t io n a l H y d ro g ra p h ic  B u reau , seriously cu rta ile d  
as a re su lt o f  th e  W a r, was co m p le te ly  re v ita liz e d  b y  th e  Y th  In te rn a t io n a l 
H y d ro g ra p h ic  Conference he ld  in. 1947, w h ich  served to  renew  and s treng then  
th e  ties  th a t  e x is t am ongst the  personnel o f  th e  H y d ro g ra p h ic  Offices o f  th e  
M a r it im e  N a tio n s . W ith  one excep tion  a ll S tates M em bers sent D elegations 
to  th is  Conference and D e legations fro m  seven C ountries n o t States M em bers 
also a ttended  as Observers. M oreover, Greece, N o rw a y , N e the rlands , I t a ly  and 
Japan , fo rm e r ly  Mem bers o f  th e  B ureau , have re jo ined  since th e  W a r and Cana­
da, Cuba, T u rk e y  and Jugos lav ia  have also become States M em bers.
T h is  h e a lth y  g ro w th  o f  th e  B u reau  is s t i l l  in  progress as correspondence 
ind ica tes  th a t  several o th e r C ountries are se rious ly  considering  jo in in g  o r re ­
jo in in g .
The  v e ry  h ig h  percentage o f  com pliance w ith  th e  R eso lu tions o f  th e  C onfe­
rences b y  th e  States M em bers dem onstra tes th e  g rea t progress th a t  has been 
made to w a rd  e ffec tive  co o rd in a tio n . T h a t non-M em ber States are also e ffe c tive ly  
in flu e nce d  b y  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  I.H .B . is c le a rly  i llu s tra te d  b y  th e  e x te n t o f  th e ir  
com pliance. Correspondence in  th e  B u reau  fu r th e r  ind ica tes  th a t  in  th e  m a n y  
non -M em ber S tates, where H y d ro g ra p h ic  Offices are in  a fo rm a tiv e  stage, i t  
is th e  announced in te n tio n  o f  these C ountries to  co m p ly  w ith  I .H .  Conference 
R eso lu tions as th e y  commence th e ir  w o rk .
M em bersh ip  in  th e  I.H .B . im p lie s  no degree o f  com pu ls ion  to  fo llo w  th e  
I .H .  Conference recom m ended procedures o r sym bols, and the re fo re  one- 
h und red -pe rcen t com pliance w ith  a ll th e  I .H .  Conference R eso lu tions is n o t 
l ik e ly  to  be a tta in e d , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  those Offices w h ic h  have extensive  c h a rt 
coverage and P u b lica tio n s .
C erta in  R eso lu tions are n o t adop ted  b y  some 0 伍ces because th e y  be lieve  
th a t  th e  m ethods or sym bols proposed are n o t su ff ic ie n tly  advantageous to  
w a rra n t m a k in g  an expensive change and  in  a fe w  cases because ce rta in  I .H .  
Conference Sym bols are considered to  be in fe r io r  to  those th a t  these offices 
have a lready  adopted. Such cases w i l l  be proposed fo r  fu r th e r  d iscussion a t 
th e  V l t h  I .H .  Conference in  1952.
In  dec id ing  w he th e r o r n o t to  co m p ly  w ith  th e  va rious  R eso lu tions a ll 
Hydrographic Õ 伍ces will, in the future, be aided by referring to the revised 
“ R e p o rt o f  th e  degree o f  com pliance w ith  th e  I .H .  Conference R eso lu tions" 
be ing  pub lished , w h ic h  gives in  d e ta il th e  exact p o s itio n  o f  each S tate  rega rd ing  
each Section o f  each R eso lu tion . W ith  th is  d e ta iled  in fo rm a tio n  p lus th e  "R e ­
po rts  o f  th e  Proceedings o f  the  va rious  Conferences” ，each H y d ro g ra p h ic  O ffice 
w i l l  have a c lear p ic tu re  o f  th e  reasons fo r  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  each re so lu tio n  as 
w e ll as an. accura te  know ledge o f  th e  exact s ta te  o f  com pliance th ro u g h o u t 
th e  W o rld .
Thus in fo rm e d  o f  th e  In te rn a t io n a l S ta tus o f  H y d ro g ra p h ic  C oord ina tion , 
i t  can be expected th a t  Offices w i l l  be also e ffe c tive ly  in flu e n ce d  b y  th e  answer 
to  th e  fo llo w in g  question  :
,łW i l l  i t  be to  th e  advan tage  o f  m arine rs , in c lu d in g  those o f  o th e r n a tio ­
n a lit ie s , fo r  m y  office to  co m p ly  w ith  th e  app licab le  I .H .  Conference R e so lu tio n”？
W here there  is such an advan tage  lesser s ign ificance w i l l  be a ttached  to  
th e  fac to rs  o f  cost and w o rk  in v o lv e d .
The V th  I .H .  Conference was he ld  in  an atm osphere o f  com plete  fr ie n d ly  
coopera tion . O n a ll m a tte rs  o f  im p o rta n ce  th e  Delegates were u nan im ous ly  
in  agreem ent. T he  a im s and ob jects  o f  th e  B u reau  were un q u e s tio n a b ly  ac­
cepted as a goal to w a rd  w h ic h  a ll S tates Mem bers were w il l in g  to  w o rk . T h a t 
th is  coopera tive  s p ir it  is  c o n tin u a lly  g row ing  stronger is appa ren t fro m  com ­
m u n ica tions  be ing  rece ived.
There is eve ry  reason to  be lieve  th a t  th e  V l t h  I .H .  Conference to  be held 
in  1952 w i l l  re su lt in  an increased and strengthened co o rd in a tio n  in  th e  H y d ro - 
g raph ic  F ie ld . The increased M em bersh ip  in  th e  and th e  app rec ia tion
o f  th e  advantages to  be ga ined b y  a c tive  coopera tion  w ith  o th e r H yd ro g ra p h ic  
Offices w i l l  create a co n d itio n  where eve ry  S tate M em ber and non-M em ber 
S ta te  w il l  feel an added in ce n tive  to  assume th e ir  fu l l  re s p o n s ib ility  in  o rder 
th a t  n a v ig a tio n  m a y  become easier and safer in  a ll th e  seas o f  th e  W o rld .
